February 2010

For 2010 we are making some changes to our opening times:
!

e
!( ll)*ll
= - i e

Regular customers are welcome to phone ahead should you need to come outside of these times.
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A big thankyou to everyone who supported our Autumn Event and coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer
Support. Sales of tea, coffee and home-made cakes, along with your very generous donations enabled us to
raise £290 to send directly to Macmillan.

Over the winter we potted-on over 6,000 hardy perennials and this season we will be offering many more

varieties including astrantia, hostas, heleniums, anemones, phlox, peonies, oriental poppies and a wonderful
range of astilbes.

This year we will again be growing a broad range of vegetable plants in packs and pots. We use high quality
‘Moles’ seeds and have chosen varieties on the basis of ease of growing and disease resistance. One thing we
learned last year was that vegetable plants in packs are difficult to maintain when the weather heats up. By May,

they really need to have been planted out. This year, therefore, we will sell pack vegetables only until the end of
April although we will continue to sell tomatoes, peppers & greenhouse fruit & vegetables later into the season.



We are very excited about the coming season, aiming to
offer more choice than ever before. 2010 production will include
nearly 50 varieties of geraniums, 24 varieties of fuchsia and more
than 10 varieties of petunias and verbena. In addition, we are grow-
ing many tried and tested favourites for pots, baskets and summer
bedding schemes, close to 50,000 plants in total. We strive to keep
our prices competitive but first and foremost we aim for high
quality. Today in the horticultural industry most bedding plants are
grown in factory-like conditions where speed of growth is a priority.
This requires a fair amount of heat, we call it “fire and water”
growing. Our process could not be more different. We grow our
stock slowly using the very best compost, keeping plants on the dry
side and with as little heat as possible. Our aim is to grow strong,
resilient plants which continue to do well when removed from the
cosseted environment of a glasshouse.

Last year we sold out of trailing and some upright geraniums and fuchsias quite early in the season. This
season we have increased production and added new varieties but it does mean that, once again, we will have
less space available for growing pack bedding. Bedding production has already begun, so it is worth contacting
us early in the season if you require large quantities of pack bedding.

We frequently receive enquiries from customers looking for help in their own gardens.
If you are offering gardening services you are welcome to drop us a line and send us your business card.

At French Street Nurseries we also have experienced gardeners on hand in the nursery to give
advice along with a good selection of reference books.We mentioned in our September newsletter that Tony,

who works here at French Street, was in the final three for Lewisham in Bloom and we are delighted to let you
know that he won% = 7 $9$ )'o= (™«
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There are many excellent local horticultural and allotment societies. We keep a list of horticultural events in and
around the area; please come into the nursery or check our website regularly for updates
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